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on May 8th at Rolandseok

I was requeated to see SmirnoW at 3:.30C at his offlece in
Rolandseck after having called for san interview. I had known
Snirnov/}irat in Berlin in 1937 when he was an unknown TA38
correspondent and again in 1942 in Tehran when he was the
Soviet Ambassador.

I was ushered into a large walting room where several other
people were sltting. They were promptly whisked away. A few
minutes later a secretary speakling German showed me into a much
larger and better furnished living room. After walting another
ten minutes BmirnoW appeared smiling affably. We exchanged the
usual greetings, dlsoussing our astate of health ete. Then he
suddenly sald, "There is only one gquestion 7 would like to ask
you. With your hand on yourlnarf and as a friend of twenty
years standing tell me truthfully: are you running the radilo
operations in Munieh?!* He said he asked because he had heard
that I wae living very luxuriocusly in Munieh and wag obviously
very rich. He had been told when he was in Vienna last year
that I was behind the radio operations directed agalnest the
Soviet Union. I replied that I had been asked td resign from
the Foreign Service by Mr. Dulles and was not particulsrly
kesn to work for the Government and had severed all connections
and wae presently a complete free person wilith nothing whatever
to 4o with any Government operations in Munich. I added that,
however, since I was lnterested in affaire in Eastern Europe

the fact that the radlc operations produced a great deal of



information on those countries I had been influenced by them

insofar as information was concerned to make my residence 1in
Munich. He smlled at my answer although I eould not tell
whether he gave it very much coredit, commenting only that his
curiosity had bean arcused by the statement of a "passer-through®
in Viennsa that this was my present Jjob.

He asked me what I had been doing since we last met in
Tehran and after I had run through my aotivities he told me
that he had been taken 111 in Tehran and had been moved back
to Moscow where he had been more or less on sick leave until
after the War but stilll connected with the Foreign Office. He
said that in 1946 he had visited the United States on a trip
with Molotov to the UN. On that occasion he had few chances
to leave New York olty but had been impressed by the vitality
of the place. He added that in those days it had been possible
to dlsouss Soviet — Amerioan relatilons dispasﬁionately but that
this was no longer true.

He deorled the state of relations with the United States
and sald, of course I knew, the Soviets' only desire was peaoceful
eoonomic ocompetition with the U.8., 'We will leave you alone if
you leave us alone —— you know what our policy has always been."
I replied that I had & fair idea of what their poliocy had always
besn and esaid I only hoped that rash heads would not de foolish
things.‘ He sald there were no rash heads in Mosocow. I suggested
that under 8talin there had been a gcod many rash movements by
the Soviet Union and hoped that under the new ocollective leader-
ship that would not be repeated.

He said that MeCarthy and the FBI had done much to frighten
the United Btatee. I replied that MeCarthy certainly had tried

but was fortunately quieted. Ag for the FBI it inapired far



leea fear than many pollice organs I had eneocuntered in other

oountries. He aseked if I referred to the GQeestapo; I sald that
was not the one I had in mind.

Smirnoy asked why Bohlen had left the Boviet Union. (He.
was obviously unaware until T mentioned it that Bohlen was any
relation of mine). I gave him the usual answer. He said that
he had met Thompson in Munieh and found him most agreeable. Other
membere of the Soviet Mission in Vienna had told him that Thompson
was & most "taotful”, "restrained® and "oompetent® man and he was
looking forward to a good period with him as ambassador in Moscow.
He also spoke highly of Jane Thompson and sald that he had met the
children in Vienna.

Smirnow asked about Elsenhower's health and also about the
etate of the Ameriocan eocnomy which I naturally told him wase
booming. He asked what candidates the Demooratie Party were
likely to put ur in 1960. I said it was pretty early but that
the ourrent contestants inoluded Lyndon Johnson and perhape
¥illiam Fulbright, both of them very fine Senators. He sald
they were not as prominent as, let us say, Dewey or La Guardia,

I comnented that Krushchevy had not been very prominent when
S8talin died. Samirnow sald Krushchev had been very well known
within the Soviet Union. ‘

when I asked him about a visa for the Soviet Union he showed
no 1nteres¥ and said that he 4id not have anything to de with
vieas but that I could apply to his oonsular section any time I
wanted to.

He stated among other things that his two chlldren were
at University 1in Mosoow and that hie wife spent a good deal of
time in Mosoow although she was presently in Bonn. When I hinted

1'da 1ike to pay my respects to her and renew our old Berlin



